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JOHN OREGOR7 BOURKS 

Captain John Gregory Bourke, who died at the Polyclinic 
Hospital, Philadelphia, on June 8, was born at Philadelphia in 
1843. When nineteen years of age he entered company E and 
afterward company D of the famous Fifteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, in the Department of the Cumberland, as a private, serv- 
ing from August 12, 1862, to July 6, 1865, when he was honor- 
ably mustered out, later being awarded a medal of honor for 
gallantry at the battle of Stone river, Tennessee, in December, 
1862. On the recommendation of General George H. Thomas 
he was appointed a cadet in the United States Military Academy 
October 17, 1865, and was graduated June 15, 1869, becoming 
second lieutenant. Third U. S. Cavalry. 

He joined his regiment September 29, 1869, and served with 
it at Fort Craig, New Mexico, to February 19, 1870 ; at Camp 
Grant, Arizona, to July 21, 1870, and in the field in Arizona, 
operating against hostile Indians, to August 15, 1871, being en- 
gaged in action near Pinal creek, July, 1870. Was aide-de-camp 
to General Crook, August 15, 1871, to March 3, 1883 ; also acting 
assistant adjutant general of troops in the field during operations 
against hostile Indians in 1872 and 1873, being in action at the 
summit of Sierra Ancha, December 15, 1872 ; Salt River canyon, 
December 28, 1872 ; Superstition mountains, January 16, 1873, 
and with Tonto Apaches, February and March, 1873. In orders 
No. 14, headquarters Department of Arizona, April 9, 1873, he 
was specially mentioned for distinguished gallantry in these and 
otiier affairs, which resulted, on February 27, 1890, in the tender- 
ing by the Secretary of War of the brevet rank of captain for 
gallant services, which he however declined. Bourke's friend- 
ship and loyalty toward Crook during their ten years' associa- 
tion on the frontier were unbounded, and the famous general 
had unlimited confidence in his gallant aid. In the language of 
General Stanton, Bourke's courage and gallantry were bywords 
in the army, and his service ought to have had a greater reward. 
His copious notes were in constant demand by Crook, who often 
referred to them as to time and place of events in his campaign. 

While still a second lieutenant, Bourke was acting engineer 
officer. Department of Arizona, July 1, 1873, to March 22, 1875 j 
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also acting assistant adjutant general of the same department, 
October 23, 1873, to June 9, 1874; was with the expedition to 
explore the Black Hills, Dakota, in June and July, 1875 ; was 
promoted to first lieutenant May 17, 1876 ; was acting assistant 
adjutant general of troops in the field on the Big Horn and Yel- 
lowstone and of the Powder river expeditions in Wyoming, May, 
1876, to Januarj', 1877, being engaged in the actions with Sioux 
Indians at Crazy Horse village, March 17 ; Tongue river, June 9 ; 
Rosebud, June 17 ; Slim Buttes, September 9, and Willow creek, 
Wyoming, November 25, 1876. For gallantry in the attack on 
the Indians on Powder river, March 17, 1876, and in the action 
on Rosebud creek, June 17 of the same year, Bourke was ten- 
dered the brevet rank of major on February 27, 1890, but this 
honor, like that previously earned, he declined. He partici- 
pated in the campaign against Nez Perce Indians, September- 
November, 1877; was with Major Thornburgh's command in 
pursuit of hostile Gheyennes in the sand hills of Nebraska and 
Dakota, September and October, 1878; with the advance of 
General Merritt's command, marching to the rescue of Major 
Thornburgh's command on Milk river, Colorado, September, 
1879, and on the Yellowstone expedition, August and Septem- 
ber, 1880. He was promoted to captain on the 26th of June, 
1882 ; acting assistant adjutant general of troops in the field oper- 
ating against hostile Indians and on General Crook's expedition 
into the Sierra Madre, Mexico, in pursuit of hostile Apache 
Indians, April 6 to June 26, 1883 ; acting aide-de-camp to Gen- 
eral Crook, March 24, 1884, to June 25, 1884; also acting assist- 
ant adjutant general. Department of Arizona, in the same year, 
and acting assistant inspector general of the same department, 
August 15, 1884, to June 25, 1885; with troop at Camp Rice, 
Texas, to September 18, 1885. 

While Bourke became famous as an Indian fighter, his broad 
knowledge of the habits and customs and mode of thought of 
the red men fostered a sympathy for the American savage that 
prevented what many times might have proved the extermina- 
tion of a predatory band. His intimate acquaintance with the 
inner life of the Indian was early recognized by the War De- 
partment. From December, 1880, to February, 1881, he was re- 
corder of the Ponca Indian commission, and from April of tlie 
latter year until June, 1882, was assigned, under the orders of 
Lieutenant-General Sheridan, to the special duty of investigat- 
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ing the manners and customs of the Pueblo, Apache, and Navaho 
Indians. His work on the Snake Dance of the Moquis of Arizona 
was the outcome of a part of .this research, and formed the first 
scientific contribution to that celebrated ceremony. After tak- 
ing a prominent part in the surrender of Geronimo, the Apache 
renegade, and his band in the Canyon de los Embudos, Sonora, 
Mexico, March 26, 1886, Captain Bourke was ordered to Wash- 
ington for the purpose of elaborating his voluminous notes ob- 
tained during many years of contact with the Indians, which 
work was continued until April, 1891. Not content with a mere 
collation of his material regarding the tribes with which he was 
most familiar, Bourke spent many months during his sojourn at 
■the capital in its extensive libraries for the purpose of recording 
similar and parallel customs of other primitive peoples through- 
out the world, and the results of this research were greater than 
one could ever hope to publish during a lifetime. A suggestion 
of the completeness of this work may be gained from his Medi- 
dne-men of the Apache, in the ninth annual report of the Bureau 
of Ethnology, a paper which has been highly commended and 
widely quoted. 

Captain Bourke's interest in the ordure rites of primitive peo- 
ples was first aroused at Zuni in 1881, during a ceremony of 
the Newekwe priests of that pueblo, and the results of his ob- 
servations on that occasion were published in a pamphlet dis- 
tributed among a limited number of students. A continuation 
of his researches along this line led to the publication of his 
noteworthy Scatalogic Rites of all Nations, Washington, 1891. 

After rendering material aid to the Pan-American Congress, to 
which duty he was detailed by reason of his efficient knowledge 
of the Spanish language, Captain Bourke rejoined his regiment 
on April 9, 1891, and commanded his troop at Port Mcintosh, 
Texas, to May 14 of that year, and the troop and post at Fort 
Ringgold, Texas, being frequently in the field in the operations 
against Garza's band of marauders of the Rio Grande frontier, 
to March 3, 1893. This wary bandit was so closely pressed on 
one occasion by Bourke and his hardy troopers that his saddle 
and pei-sonal diary found their way to the National Museum, of 
which Bourke was a valued collaborator and a constant con- 
tributor. Among the many other collections in that institution 
bearing his name is the necklace of human fingers taken during 
the raid of the allied Sioux and Cheyenne in Wyoming and 
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Montana in the winter of 1876-77, which resulted in the sur- 
render of 4,500 hostiles at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies 
in the early spring of the latter year. 

During the World's Columbian Exposition Captain Bourke's 
knowledge of the Spanish language and of Spanish institutions 
was again called into requisition by his assignment to duty with 
the department of foreign affairs, in cViarge of the Convent of La 
Rabida. From November, 1893, to July 8, 1894, he commanded 
his troop at Fort Riley, Kansas, and was an active participant 
against the railroad rioters at Chicago in the autumn of 1894. 
He was ordered to Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont, his laat post of 
active duty, in the autumn of that year, after having faithfully 
and bravely served his country in every quarter of its domain. 

Captain Bourke was a frequent contributor to periodical scien- 
tific literature, particularly to the organs of the Anthropological 
Society of Washington, of which he was a councilor during his 
residence in Washington, and of the American Folklore Society, 
of which he was elected president in December last. The most 
frequently quoted of Captain Bourke's periodical contributions 
are: Folklore concerning arrows; Vesper hours of the stone age; 
Primitive distillation among the Taraicoes; Distillation by early 
American Indians; The laws of Spain in their application to the 
American Indians ; Notes on the cosmogony and theogony of the 
Mqjave Indians; The gentile organization of the Apache Indians; 
The miracle play of the Rio Grande; The folk-foods of the Rio Grande 
Valley and of northern Mexico, and Popular medicine, cvMoms, and 
superstitions of the Rio Grande. 

In addition to his connection with the societies above men- 
tioned, Captain Bourke was a fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, and a member of the Victoria 
Institute of Great Britain, and of the Congr^s International des 
Americanistes. Captain Bourke's exceptional versatility, the 
product of a wide and varied experience, coupled with an extra- 
ordinary sense of humor and a wonderful power of expression, 
made him a most genial companion and gives even additional 
zest to his extra scientific productions. An Apctche Campaign, On 
the Border with Crook, and Mackenzie's last fight with the Cheyennes. 

In the death of John Gregory Bourke, Anthropology has lost 
an indefatigable investigator, American Literature a vivacious 
contributor, and the Array of the United States a courageous 
soldier. F- W. Hodge. 



